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James H. Blanchar began his career with the United States
Army, Corps of Engineers in 1959. Mr. Blanchar served in
various positions in the construction field throughout the
Corps of Engineers. Mr. Blanchar came to the Rock Island

instrumental in many improvements i the di
include an automated payment/progress report and
construction management reporting system, and an
improved pre-award review process. In 1986, Mr.
Blanchar served as Deputy District Engineer for a period
of eight months, and then in 1987 he was selected as the
Chief of Operations Division where he served until his
retirement in 2002. During his tenure as Chief of the
Operations Division, Mr. Blanchar served on many local
and national groups and committees working to improve
the Operations and Maintenance processes throughout
the Corps of Engineers. Mr. Blanchar's leadership was
in testing and i
and customer satisfaction metrics know as the
Performance Metrics System. Mr. Blanchar was also
appointed by the Assistant Secretary of the Army

(Civil Works) o serve as the United States representative on the Permanent International Association of
Navigation Congresses' Technical Committee on Navigation. Throughout his career Blanchar's willingness
to do whatever it took earned the respect of his peers and leadership and brought great credit upon himself

and the United States Army, Corps of Engineers.
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Gary W. Thompson served as Park Manager, Coralville Lake,
Rock Island District, from 1976 until his retirement in 1991.
During this period, Thompson was instrumental in the
development of the recreation mission for the Rock Island
Dist i i

opportu ail
lmprovlng the quallly of the recreational experience for project
s. Thompson was also involved in development of a
pruies ional ranger staff for both his proj
a !

District as a leader in recreation for the Corps of Engineers.
As one of the founders of the recreation program for the
District, no one is more deserving of honor and induction
into the Gallery of Distinguished Ci loye




